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"Yogananda/'* I replied after a moment's thought.
The name literally means "bliss (ananda) through
divine union (yoga)"
"Be it so. Forsaking your family name of Mukunda
Lai Ghosh, henceforth you shall be called Yogananda of
the Giri branch of the Swami Order."
As I knelt before Sri Yukteswar, and for the first time
heard him pronounce my new name, my heart overflow-
ed with gratitude. How' lovingly and tirelessly had he
laboured, that the boy Mukunda be some day transformed
into the monk Yogananda! I joyfully sang a few verses
from the long Sanskrit chant of Lord Shankara (Shan-
karacharya): f
"Mind, nor intellect, nor ego, feeling;
Sky nor earth nor metals am I.
I am He, I am He, Blessed Spirit, I am He!
No birth, no death, no caste have I;
Father, mother, have I none.
I am He, I am He, Blessed Spirit, I am He!
Beyond the flights of fancy, formless am I,
Permeating the limbs of all life;
Bondage I do not fear; I am free, ever free,
I am He, I am He, Blessed Spirit, I am He!"
Every swami belongs to the monastic order that has
been honoured in India from time immemorial. Reorga-
nized in its present form centuries ago by Shankaracharya,
it has since been headed by an unbroken line of saintly
teachers (each of whom successively bears the title of
Jagadguru Sri Shankaracharya).$ Many monks, perhaps a
* "Yogananda" is a fairly common name among swamis.
t Shankara is often called Shankaracharya; acharya means "re-
ligious teacher1*. Shankara's date is a centre, of the usual scholas-
tic dispute.   A few records indicate that the peerless monist
lived in the sixth century B.C.; the sage Anandagiri gives the
dates of 44-12 B.C.; Western historians assign Shankara to the
late eighth century A.D.    An affinity for many ages!
t The late Jagadguru Sri Shankaracharya of the ancient Gowar-
dhan Math in Puri, His Holiness Bharati Krishna Tirth*, visited
America for three months in 1958.   It was the first time any